
So how is it that “Peter’s Vision” is used to teach God changed unclean food to clean? The 
problem is in the poor understanding of what is considered “common”(some translations say 
impure). The word “common”(Koinos-Common/Defiled) is vastly different 
from “unclean”(Akarthatos-Impure/Unclean).  The word Common is not from God’s Law but 
the Law of the Pharisees – also known as the Traditions of the Elders or the Oral Law. We see 
this clearly in the following verse: 

Mark 7:2 And when they saw some of his disciples eat bread with defiled(Koinos), that is to say, 
with unwashen, hands, they found fault. 

The Pharisees were finding fault with the disciples for eating with defiled/common hands. In 
God’s Law He had specified the state of purity/Cleanness and impurity/uncleanness. There was 
nothing in between. The state which is called common/defiled was a Pharisaic manufacturing 
which said a clean thing which is next to an unclean thing becomes defiled where it is not clean 
nor unclean but in between. This was what is known as “common”. This was why it was deemed 
unlawful(as per the religious authority in the 1st Century) for a Jew to keep company with a 
Gentile. The understanding and doctrine of the day was that a Jew who is in a state of cleanliness 
would fall to a common state even if he/she ate with a gentile who were deemed unclean. 

Coming back to the vision, let’s read it again to see what exactly God told Peter: 

Acts 10:15 And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, 
that call not thou common. 

In the great sheet of Peter’s Vision, all the clean and unclean animals were mixed and together in 
one place. The clean were now in a state of being “Common” as per Peter’s understanding. There 
were only two categories of animals in the sheet according to God – “Clean” and “Unclean”. The 
Clean could be eaten. 

When God told Peter to “Kill and Eat”. His response was “Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten 
any thing that is common or unclean“. According to Peter the two categories were “Common” 
and “Unclean”. And both categories could not be eaten. 

God says not to call things that He has cleansed “Common”. Which means He deems what man 
calls “common”, as “Clean”. God does not say anything to Peter about Unclean animals. God 
speaks to Peter about the clean animals who Peter thought were Common because of the Unclean 
animals in the same great sheet in his vision. Those who were deemed common (in Peter’s 
mind), God considered as Clean. Not that the unclean animals suddenly became clean animals. 

Source: https://biblethingsinbibleways.wordpress.com/2017/08/05/does-peters-vision-prove-we-
can-eat-anything-the-difference-between-common-unclean/ 


